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23 April 2018 

 

Dear Paul 

THE 2016/17 AUDIT OF NHS TAYSIDE 

At its meeting on 19 April, the Committee considered its future scrutiny of the 
2016/17 audit of NHS Tayside. The Committee is aware that a series of reviews and 
investigations have been initiated as a result of the recent revelations in respect of 
NHS Tayside, a number of which you referred to in your evidence to the Committee 
at its meeting on 29 March. The reviews and investigations have also been 
referenced by the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport in her statement to the 
Parliament on 17 April 2018 and by the First Minister. It is understood that these 
include— 
 

 an internal investigation by NHS National Services Scotland; 

 an external review by Grant Thornton of NHS Tayside’s existing financial 
controls and governance, including the use of endowment funds; 

 an investigation by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator into the use of 
endowment funds; 

 the ongoing review by the Advisory and Assurance Group chaired by 
Professor Sir Lewis Ritchie. 

 
The Committee wishes to be reassured that once each of these reviews and 
investigations has reported, questions do not remain unanswered in terms of how 
the financial management issues arising at NHS Tayside could have occurred and 
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who was aware of what (both within NHS Tayside and the Scottish Government). 
The Committee is also keen to establish whether any of the reviews will seek to 
address broader governance and structural issues. 
 
Therefore, in the first instance the Committee is seeking— 
 

 a complete list of all investigations and reviews that are being undertaken in 
respect of NHS Tayside; 

 the timescale for each investigation and/or review; and 

 the detailed terms of reference in respect of each investigation and/or review. 
 

The Committee agreed to invite you to give evidence to the Committee to explore the 
detail of your response once this has been received. The clerks will therefore be in 
contact to make the necessary arrangements.  
 
I would be grateful if you could provide this information by Wednesday 2 May 2018.  

The Committee also wishes to seek clarification about the nature of the interim 
arrangements that have been put in place at leadership level in NHS Tayside. As 
such, the evidence session referred to above will also explore this aspect. 

Finally, for information, the Committee agreed to invite the Cabinet Secretary for 
Health and Sport to give evidence to the Committee at a future meeting following the 
evidence session with you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 


